
Changes 

The Baka 
Barry Abbott and I, along with 
another missionary couple (The 
Olsens), went for six days to 
fix-up our houses in the bush.  
Our trip proved successful - we 
now have electricity and 
running water (all run by solar 
power).  We ll be living in 
luxury thanks to all the work 

Phil Anderton had already done 
there.  Having not seen the Baka 
since our summer internship in 
2001, it was a wonderful 
reunion!  I found that a number 
of them could speak French 
quite well, which made this visit 
even more meaningful than that 
of 4 years ago we could    

Oct ober 2005  

In Cameroon 
Hello from Cameroon!  
We arrived as scheduled 
on the 9th of September 
with our teammates Barry 
& Desma Abbott and 
things have been pretty 
busy ever since.  The 
truth be told, we meant to 
have this prayer letter 
written before leaving the 
states a month ago.  There 
are many things we d 
love to share, but we ll try 
to at least give you the big 
picture.  We are now in 
Yaoundé until the 27th of 
October.  Barry and I will 
then go to the port to pick 
up our belongings that we 
had shipped over, return 
here for our families and 
continue on to our new 
homes just south of 
Bertoua near the Baka.    

communicate!  They seemed 
delighted to see us again since 
they had started to doubt if we 
would ever come back. They 
remembered me as the man who 
wants to be a Baka because he 
goes around barefoot.  While 
out there, I was again struck with 
the vastness of our task and our 
need of your prayers and God s 
strength and wisdom.   

Our team consists of 3 families: Ourselves, 
The Abbotts and The Andertons.  The 
Andertons helped start the Baka work years 
ago and  recently returned to the states for  
an extended home assignment.  Phil Anderton was planning on joining us 
to help us with our initial set up.  Then, two weeks before we left for 
Cameroon, he died.  A fast-growing brain tumor put him into a coma 
during his sleep and he never woke up.  He left behind his wife Reda and 
their five children.  All of this was very hard for us as a team.  It has 
added more emotions to this transitional time, and we grieve with his 
family over the loss of a father, friend & fellow worker.  Because of Phil s 
death and a lack of World Team personnel in Cameroon at this time, it 
was decided that our two families would go through SIL s 2 1/2 month 
orientation here.  Though it is much longer than our previously planned 
orientation, we are learning good things to keep us healthy, how to get 
around Yaoundé (the capital), and more on African culture.  This has also 
given us sufficient time to get our paperwork done (residency cards, 
driver s licenses, car insurance, etc.) and to get our truck in good working 
condition.  We are ready, however, to get out and settle in our new homes 
and start what we ve spent the last many years preparing to do. 



Our kids are all doing well.  
They have had normal scrapes 
and bumps, bug bites and 
tummy troubles, but all-in-all 
things are great.  They re even 
taking their daily malaria 
prophylaxis well (which tastes 

horrible!).  They are enjoying traveling around 
the city by overcrowded taxi (there are no 
seatbelts or carseats!), seeing all the interesting 
things at the market like live grubs and catfish 
and playing with the kids who like to touch their 
white skin and blond hair.  We are fairly 
sheltered here at our training compound, and we  


